September 2020

Dear Parents
We are delighted to be welcoming our children and families back to school next Monday, 7th September. We
hope your children are excited to get back to school, see their friends and have a year of wonderful
learning. Since the closure of schools to most pupils back in March, and the return of certain groups, we
have had ample opportunity to ensure all of our safety procedures are in place and are very much looking
forward to seeing all of our children back in school learning and growing together.
As the Government eases restrictions, it is our shared priority to ensure that our school is safe for children,
teaching and support staff and the wider community. We fully appreciate that for some children, returning
to school may seem daunting and may need additional support as they transition back into school. As a team,
we have been busy preparing to support all of our children on their return to school next week. This will
include taking time to reassure children about the safety measures in school, supporting them to understand
how to keep themselves safe, practical strategies to promote well-being and good mental health and taking
the time to reflect on the highs and lows of life during the pandemic. Please find some links below that have
some ideas on how you could support your child for their return to school.
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/sites/default/files/back_to_school_booklet.pdf
https://nipinthebud.org/information-films/tips-for-returning-to-school/
https://www.partnershipforchildren.org.uk/uploads/Files/PDFs/Resilience%20Activities/Letting%20Go%20
and%20Future%20plans.pdf
I have also put some ‘Frequently Asked Question’ answers below for you too. These may help to reassure
you about what the school will be like for the children and bust a few myths that are flying around!
Also attached to this email is a copy of the letter which was sent to parents at the end of the summer term
which contains the information regarding the staggered start and end of the day procedures. We have done
our best to organise things to make sure the children are safe coming into school whilst keeping it as close
to the normal times as possible with families only having 1 drop off time. Unfortunately, we are unable to
agree to requests for people changing these times. We fully appreciate your support with this, it will help us
to keep our children, staff, families and communities safe during this pandemic.
Both myself and the team here are looking forward to seeing you all on Monday.
Best Wishes

Lesa Garside
Executive Head
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Do parents and pupils have to wear face masks?
A: Face masks/shields are not to be worn by pupils inside school. Parents are requested and advised to wear
face masks when visiting. "Face coverings" must be removed by children when entering the building and
either taken away by the parent or placed in a sealable (ziplock type) bag. These will not be disposed of on
site. This bag will be placed within the child's school bag and then their hands sanitized (or washed). The face
covering must not be removed from the bag until the end of the school day.
Q: As a parent, can I come into school to visit or have a meeting with a member of staff?
A: Entry into the school buildings must be limited and by appointment or approval by school staff in advance.
We will stay as welcoming as possible. Email will be a safe way to contact us. We will be keeping the class
email addresses open for this purpose. You can also ring the office to pass on a message, particularly as
teachers will not always be outside to greet the children in the mornings. Teachers will contact you as soon
as they reasonably can upon receipt of an email, but please remember that they will be teaching during the
school day.
Q: I have heard that the school will COVID-19 test my child even without my permission as a parent. What if I
am not happy about this?
A: There is much rumour nationally. It is most sensible to check with Government guidelines and schools
procedures. Schools will have tests delivered by the Government. We believe that this will be up to 10 tests.
Our understanding and intention is to offer these to parents if a child is showing symptoms and there are
exceptional circumstances that they cannot take the child to a testing centre. Our procedure to isolate
suspected cases still stands. It will be down to the parent to take the child for testing.
Q: What if I am not happy about returning to school due to COVID-19 and wish to home school from now on?
A: It is your right to do so. The Government have stated that all pupils must return to school. Local Authorities
will be informed if a child does not return. However, if you wish to now home school for the long term, please
email us with your decision and we can together work with the Local Authority Admissions team to support
you. Home schooling is a huge decision to make. Please don't feel that you need to make it alone. Of course,
it goes without saying that we miss everyone already and hope that all our pupils and families come back
raring to go, safe, positive and well.

